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Principal’s Report 

A very warm welcome to the 2017 
school year. I trust that you had a good 
break, and are looking forward to the 
many opportunities that this year will 

bring.  

Our Year 7 students enjoyed a terrific 
first day yesterday. It was lovely to see 
them so excited, eager and confident. 

They now have their locker, laptop and 
timetable; have explored all parts of the 
school and are ready to start classes.  
Thank you to the Year 7 teachers and 
the Year 10 Peer Support Leaders for all 
your work in assisting them on the first 

day. 

Years 8 – 10 students started this morn-
ing. All seem very positive, happy to 
catch up with friends, to meet teachers 
and members of their new class, and to 

get down to work.  

I wish you all the very best for the 2017 

school year. 

 

A very big thank you to families for all 
you’ve done in the background to en-
sure a smooth start to the school year. 
It’s a busy time as you sort through 
booklists, buy and label uniforms and 
once again establish the routines of the 
school term, especially after the more 
relaxed life of the holidays. All this takes 

planning, energy and patience.  

Your role in supporting the learning of 

students cannot be underestimated. It is 
very hard to do your best to your studies 
without good nutrition, effective rou-
tines, adequate sleep and the right ma-

terials for class. Thank you. 

 

 

On behalf of the school community I’d 
like to extend a very warm welcome to 
the students and families who’ve joined 
us this year, particularly our Year 7 stu-

dents.  

The start of secondary school is an im-
portant milestone; something that stu-
dents look forward to with great antici-

pation and excitement. I hope that your 
start has been a smooth one, that you 
already feel ‘at home’ and that your 

time with us is enriching and fulfilling.  

We look forward to meeting Year 7 
families at the Family Nights which take 

place in a few weeks. 

As well as the new students at Year 7 
we also have students joining us at 
Years 8, 9 and 10. These students and 
their families come from diverse places: 

overseas, interstate, other areas of Mel-
bourne and neighbouring schools. You 

are indeed very welcome.   

 

I am delighted to welcome Mr Dale   
Marshall, Mr Bradley Taylor, Ms Mai    
Nguyen and Ms Carmel Kelly to our 

staff.  

Mr Dale Marshall: 
 Health & Physical Education Learning 

Area Leader, Year 9 Trinity and  
 Pastoral Care, PE, Health, Outdoor 

Education. 
 

Mr Bradley Taylor: 
Year 9 Level Leader, Science and 
Physical Education teacher 

 

Ms Mai Nguyen: 
Year 10 MacKillop Pastoral Care 

teacher, Science and Mathematics 
 

Ms Carmel Kelly: 
English as an Additional Language / 

Intensive English program. 
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Each brings a wealth of experience, 
many gifts, fresh ideas and a strong 
commitment to learning and our stu-
dents. I wish them every blessing as 

they join our school community. 

 

Our opening school mass will be held 
on Thursday 23 February at 9.30am at 

Sacred Heart Church.  At the end of 
the mass we will induct our 2017 
School Leaders. I’d like to invite all 

families to join us if you have the time.  

 

Hayden O’Doherty (staff member) was 
recognised by the City of Brimbank in 
their Australia Day awards with the 
environmental achievement award. 
The school community will be well 
aware of Hayden’s outstanding work in 
establishing our community garden 
and in working with students and staff 
to engage with the community be-

yond the school. 

This is an outstanding achievement 
and well deserved. We are all incredi-
bly proud for Hayden’s work to be rec-

ognised in this way. 

 

At different times during the year fam-
ilies may wish to chat with staff re-
garding their child. This may be to 
raise a concern, to share information 
that might assist teachers or simply to 
share a ‘good news story’. We encour-

age you to do this.  

The initial contact for pastoral matters 

is always the Pastoral Care teacher, 
then the Year Level Leader. For learn-
ing matters it is the subject teacher 
and/or pastoral care teacher. The 
names of Pastoral Care teachers and 
Year Level Leaders are printed below. 
Our office will help with the names of 

subject teachers when you ring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff will try to return calls or respond 
to emails as quickly as possible, how-
ever, I’m sure that you’ll appreciate 
that sometimes it’s difficult to do this 
immediately due to teaching commit-
ments. If the matter is urgent and the 
PC teacher or Year Level Leader is not 
available, parents / guardians might 
like to speak with Kevin Quinn (Deputy 
Principal Pastoral Care) or Grace Cini 

(Deputy Principal Learning and Teach-

ing). 

Some families prefer email to phone 
contact. Staff email addresses follow a 
consistent pattern: the initial of their 
first name followed by their surname 

and then @crcstalbans.com.au.  

Alternatively, emails sent to the Col-
lege email -  
enquiries@crcstalbans.com.au will be 
forwarded to the appropriate staff 

member. 

The Victoria Police have asked schools 
to draw to the attention of families 

the following notice: 

Local Police together with members of 
the Highway Patrol are running an op-
eration to mark the start of the school 
year.  Operation Schools Back will tar-
get the safety of students arriving and 
departing school with the major focus 
being the enforcement of the 

40kmph school zones. 

Motorists are asked to be vigilant be-

fore and after school as there will be 
increased pedestrian, road and 
pushbike traffic.  Please allow an extra 
5 minutes to find a safe and legal park 

to ensure your children’s safety.   

For those motorists driving through 
school zones please adhere to the 
speed limit and be aware of staffed 
school crossings.  Failing to stop /
remain stationary at school crossing is 

Year 7 Pastoral Care Teachers Year 8 Pastoral Care Teachers 

  

7 Avoca:         Mr Clarence Marshall 

7 Kiewa:         Ms Mona-lisa Schelleback 

7 Snowy:        Mr Chris Strachan 

7 Wimmera:  Mr Daniele Zarosinski 

7 Yarra:          Ms Josephine Lowe 

  

  
8 Attard:    Ms Claire Rayos /  
  Mr Mark Donahoo 

8 Clarke:  Mr Garry Connor /  
  Ms Giselle Grant 

8 Edison:  Ms Marcelle Gusman /  
  Mr Ross Russo 

8 Orifici:  Ms Sangeeta Arora /  
  Mr Mark Johnson 

Year 9 Pastoral Care Teachers Year 10 Pastoral Care Teachers 

  

9 Barton:       Mr Dale Marshall 

9 Curtin:        Mr Chris Orsini 

9 Deakin:       Ms Daniela Ibrido 

9 Hughes:      Ms Jess Iaria 

9 Lyons:         Ms William Watson 

  

  

10 Little:           Mr Justin Mead 

10 McAuley:    Ms Maria Calafiore 

10 MacKillop:  Ms Mai Nguyen / Ms 
Jacinta Dykes 

10 Mannix:      Mr Anthony Barresi 

10 O’Connell:  Ms Emily Lowe 

Year 7: Mr. Peter Danger  pdanger@crcstalbans.com.au 

Year 8: Mr. Len Tobin  ltobin@crcstalbans.com.au 

Year 9: Mr. Bradley Taylor  btaylor@crcstalbans.com.au 

Year 10: Mr. Eder Ramos  eramos@crcstalbans.com.au 

mailto:enquiries@crcstalbans.com.au
mailto:pdanger@crcstalbans.com.au
mailto:ltobin@crcstalbans.com.au
mailto:btaylor@crcstalbans.com.au
mailto:eramos@crcstalbans.com.au
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a $379 fine and 3 demerit points.  
Stopped-Double parked is a $91 fine 
and Exceed speed limit by 10kmph 
but less than 15kmph is a $303 fine 
and 3 demerit points.  This is just an 

example of some of the fines. 

 

We have recently reviewed our policy 
on mobile phones. A copy of the up-
dated policy is attached. Key changes 

include: 

 Students are no longer expected to 

hand their phones in at the office 

when they arrive at school. 

 Mobile phones must be switched off 

and out of sight during class time. 

 Earphones must also be out of sight 

during class time. 

 Mobile phones are brought to school 

at the owners’ risk. 

 Students are responsible for ensuring 

they are stored safely. 

 Phones can be used at recess and 

lunchtime to use listen to music but 

not for games, accessing social media, 

making calls or taking images. 

Mobile phones can be a real source of 
distraction to some young people. We 
ask all families to be aware of this poli-
cy and to discuss this with their son / 

daughter.  

We are still more than happy for stu-
dents to hand their phone to Jill for 

safe-keeping during the day. 

 

The newsletter is published fortnightly 
and distributed on Day 10 (Friday 
Week 2). Students will have a chance 
to read it before placing it in their 
diary to be taken home to parents 

that evening. 

Newsletter Days for Term 1 2017:  

Fridays: 17 February   

03 March  17 March 31 March 

The newsletter can also be accessed 

on Friday morning (Day 5) on the Col-

lege website at : 

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au  

 

All students have received their diary. 
As this is an important avenue of com-
munication between home and 
school - we ask all parents / guardians 

to check diaries at least once a week.  

 

Parents and students are advised that 
the College grounds are supervised on 

a daily basis from 8.20am to 3.15pm, 
except on Wednesday when supervi-
sion commences at 8.30am and con-

cludes at 3.15pm.  

Outside these hours there are some-
times special activities, practices or 
events. For these parents are notified 
through the weekly newsletter or a 

special letter.  

Parents need to know that students 
who arrive prior to 8.20am on Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
and 8.30am on Wednesday or who 
leave after 3.15pm are not super-

vised. 

The library is open until 4.30pm on 
Monday – Thursday and 4.00pm on 
Friday. Students are able to complete 
homework or read quietly in this 

space if they need to wait for parents. 

 

Students need to be at school by 
8.40am on Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday, and 9.05am on 

Wednesdays.  

Classes finish at 3.05pm each after-
noon. However, students may be de-
tained by teachers until 3.20pm with-
out formal notification to parents. 
This allows teachers to follow up work, 
provide additional assistance or to 
address minor behavior issues before 

they become major. 

Students who arrive at school prior to 

9.05am on Wednesday mornings 
must remain in the school grounds. 
They cannot leave to go to St Albans 

with friends. 

 

We ask that parents or guardians con-
tact the school before 10.00am if a 
student is absent on any day. This can 

be done by phone on 9366 2544 or 
email to Jill Gerada at jgera-
da@crcstalbans.com.au. As Jill is re-
sponsible for tracking absences we ask 
that parent notification by email be 
directed only to her, not to other 

staff. 

If the phone call or email notifying 
absence is received it will be taken as 
the official explanation of the stu-
dent’s absence and no further note is 

required. If no contact is made with 
the school, a note explaining the ab-
sence will be required on the stu-

dent’s return to school. 

To ensure the safety of students the 
College has a policy of contacting par-
ents when a student is away from 
school without notification. Jill rings 
parents after 10.00am. It is a great 
help if parents/guardians ring before 

we make contact.  

 

On Wednesday I was very lucky to 
spend an evening at our Student 

Leaders’ camp. They were involved in 
a range of activities to develop their 
leadership skills, to articulate their 
hopes and dreams for the year and to 

begin planning.  

It was an absolute delight to listen to 
their ideas and to watch them work. 
Their enthusiasm, energy and ideas 
were impressive, as were their skills in 
working collaboratively. I look forward 

to all that our School Captains, Vice 
Captains, Social Justice Captains, SRC 
members and House Captains will 

bring to our community this year. 

Thank you to our School Captains and 
Vice Captains for their work in plan-

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au
mailto:jgerada@crcstalbans.com.au
mailto:jgerada@crcstalbans.com.au


4   ISSUE 1 2017  

ning this program and to Mr Kevin 
Quinn and Mr Hayden O’Doherty for 

leading this camp. 

  

Families are reminded that the school 
needs to be notified immediately that 
there are changes to phone contact 

details or addresses.  

 

It’s important that students name all 
belongings; including books, folders, 

pens, schoolbag, other equipment 
and all items of uniform before the 
beginning of the school year. This as-
sists us in returning lost items to their 

owners. 

 

All year levels will have either class or 
year level based Family Nights during 
Term 1. Dates are included in the cal-
endar section of the newsletter. More 
formal invitations and information will 
follow but I ask families to ‘save the 

date/s on their families calendars. 

 

Enrolments are now being taken for 
Year 7 2018. Application forms and 
College Information packs can be ob-

tained from the front office at any 
time. The application form can also 
be downloaded from the College 
website at 

www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au.  

 

Over and above the day to day activi-
ties of the school since our last news-
letter students, families and staff have 

participated in the following: 

Student Leaders’ Camp 

Day 1 pastoral program 

I am sure that students and their fami-

lies are very appreciative of all these 
opportunities and the time and ener-

gy that staff put into organising and 

offering these experiences. 

 

Term 1: 
Friday 03 February – Friday 31 March  
   

Term 2: 
Tuesday 18 April – Friday 30 June     
(Monday 17 April is Easter Monday) 
 

Term 3: 
Monday 17 July – Friday 22 Septem-
ber 
 

Term 4: 
Monday 09 October – Friday 08 
December (Years 7 – 9) 

 

Year 10 students finish at the College 
on Thursday 30 November but have 
an Orientation program at CRC Syden-
ham from Monday 04 December to 

the Friday 08 December. 

Years 9 and 10 end of year exams will 
be held from Wednesday 22 to 

Wednesday 29 November, 2017.  

Families planning to travel at the end 
of 2017 are asked to note that exams 
and the Orientation program at Syd-
enham are compulsory. Exams must 
be taken within the exam timetable. 
They cannot be taken before or after 
the exam week. Please do not book 
travel before 08 December for Year 
11 2018 students or 01 December for 

students in Years 7 – 9. 

 

Thursday 09 February: 

Year 9 Family Night 
 

Monday 13 February: 

Sunnystones: 

7 Avoca, 7 Snowy, 7 Wimmera 
 

Tuesday 14 February: 

Sunnystones:  

7 Kiewa, 7 Yarra 
 

Wednesday 15 February: 

MacKillop Awards Assembly 
 

Thursday 16 February: 

Year 10 Family Night 
 

Friday 17 February: 

School Photos 
 

Thursday 23 February: 

Opening Mass: 

9.30am / Families invited 
 

Tuesday 28 February: 

Year 8 Attard & Edison Family Night 
 

Wednesday 01 March: 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Thursday 02 March: 

Inter-house Swimming Carnival 
 

Tuesday 07 March: 

7 Avoca Family Night 
 

Wednesday 08 March: 

8 Clark and 8 Orifici Family Night 
 

Thursday 09 March: 

7 Kiewa Family Night 
 

Monday 13 March: 

Labour Day Holiday 
 

Tuesday 14 March: 

Staff Planning Day / Intercampus Mass 

(students not required) 
 

Wed 15/3 – Fri 17/3: 

Year 8 Camp 
 

Thursday 16 March: 

7 Snowy Family Night 
 

Tuesday 21 March: 

7 Yarra Family Night 
 

Tuesday 23 March: 

7 Wimmera Family Night 
 

Tuesday 28 March: 

SACCSS Interschool Swimming 
 

Friday 30 March: 

Final Day Term 1 

CHRISTINA UTRI 

PRINCIPAL 

http://www.crcstalbans.catholic.edu.au


5   ISSUE 1 2017  

Policy 
There is no legitimate reason for using mobile phones during school hours. In an emergency or if students need to con-
tact parents, they may use the phone in the office. Parents can leave messages for students during school hours and 
these will be passed on to students. For learning purposes, students have access to one-to-one devices. 
 

Mobile phones must not be used in the classroom or whilst on school activities. 
 

Mobile phone cameras (still and video) must not be used: 
 

 in banned spaces like changing rooms, toilets, gyms and swimming pools 

 to film people and their activities without their knowledge or permission. 
 

Mobiles phones must not be used to send harassing or threatening messages. 
 

Mobile phones must not be used to take, share or send electronic text, audio or images (still or video) during school 
time.  
 

Mobile phones are used at their owners’ risk. 

 
Guidelines 
 

Students should: 
 have their mobile phones switched off and out of sight during class time. 
 have their earphones out of sight during class time. 
 ensure that their phones are always stored in a safe and secure place. 
 display courtesy, consideration and respect for others when using a mobile phone. 
 

At recess and lunch time: 

 mobile phones can be used for listening to music only.  

 mobile phones may not be used to play games, make phone calls or take images. 

 Mobile phones can be used for listening to music only. Phones should be in pockets and not seen. 

 Bluetooth speakers are not permitted. 

 
Procedures 
 

Phones will be confiscated from students who have been found to be in breach of the school policy. Confiscated phones 
will be collected from the Year Level Leader after school.  
On the first occasion, the phone will be returned to the student on the day and families will be contacted. On subsequent 
occasions the phone may be kept overnight. 
 

Appropriate action will be taken against any student who: 
 

photographs or films other individuals without their consent or who sends harassing or threatening messages. 
is caught using a mobile phone in exams or assessments. 
 

The severity and nature of the consequence will be dependent on the circumstances and whether or not privacy laws 
have been contravened. 
 

The school takes no responsibility for loss or damage of mobile phones. Students may hand in mobile phones at the of-
fice for safekeeping. 
 

Mobile Phone Policy 
(January 2017) 

 
 
 

Purpose of this policy 
To provide clear policy advice on the use of mobile phones and to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of everyone in the community. 
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Are you enrolling at Catholic Regional College Sydenham in 2018 ? 

ENROLMENT PROCESS for Year 11 2018 

Enrolment Form and Enrolment Fee of $215.00 to be returned by no later than Monday 13 February 2017. 

Enrolment will not proceed until payment has been processed and cleared and Enrolment Form returned. 

Options for payment to Catholic Regional College Sydneham are:- 

1.          Cash - in person to Reception – do not mail cash. 

2.          Cheque - in person to Reception or mailed. 

3.          Credit Card - in person to Reception or mailed. 

4.          Funds Transfer - as per details on payment form. 

Any queries please contact Gina Zumbo or Joanne Gibbs at the College on 9361 0000. 

aith MATTERS 

SCHOOL FEES 2017 
 

We request New Families 
& existing families to have 
a payment plan set up with 
Direct Debit or Centrepay.  
Families that had this set 
up last year have to re-do 

a new one for this year. 

If you have any queries, 

regarding fees please do 

not hesitate to contact 

Mrs. Anne Ross on: 

9366 2544 

 
The following prayer was used in our 

Staff Opening Mass 
on Monday: 

 
 
 

God of abundance, 

You give us life, 

you give us love, 

you give us yourself  in bread and wine. 

 

As we begin the new school year, 

help us to share your love, 

watch over us 

and be with us wherever we are. 

 

 We offer this prayer 

through Christ our Lord. 

  

Amen 

Wednesday Mass 

will commence on 

Ash Wednesday, 

1st march 2017 
 

We welcome all families to 

join with our students 

on Wednesday mornings 

from 8.30am 

We welcome Ms Dykes to the position of Faith Matters Team Leader 
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The Brimbank Sustainable Living 
Festival is fast approaching! OUR GARDEN 

Last year CRC St. Albans had a win in the biggest home grown vegetable competition and expect to 
be very competitive again in 2017! Stay tuned for further announcements about this year's school  
food program! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Can you speak, read and write English fluently? 
Do you enjoy making friends with people from other cultures? 

Can you spare 2 hours each week to help new arrivals 
learn English and settle in Australia? 

If so, your help would be invaluable. No qualifications or experience needed. 

FREE TRAINING AND SUPPORT PROVIDED  

Contact Rosemary Harman on 9366 0433 or harmanr@ames.net.au 

WORLDWIDE 

MARRIAGE  

ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
Invest in your most precious asset......Your Marriage! 
Forget life’s tensions and interruptions - rekindle the closeness, intimacy, love and 
romance that brought you together. Recharge relationship batteries and explore the 
precious nature of your marriage, allowing both to share your feelings, hopes and 
dreams with each other in ways that normal, daily living tends to inhibit. 
No group sharing. Couples and a priest present the weekend. Based around 
Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 

Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and meals provided. 
Information/Bookings: PH: Marianne & Marcel (03) 9733 0997 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website:www.wwme.org.au 

mailto:vicbookings@wwme.org.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/

